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Believe 

Do 







“Indigenous folks have a term for outsiders who tell us what to 
do about development. They are environmental colonizers — 
unwittingly the inheritors of their destructive predecessors: 
missionaries, government officials and social engineers, all of 
whom believed they knew what was best for our people and, 
paternalists to the core, did not hesitate urging us to follow 
their lead.”



“We are not in that same situation anymore, owing to the hard 
work, advocacy and legal battles led by many incredible First 
Nation, Métis and Inuit leaders, as well as allies that care deeply 
about the environment and Indigenous rights. There is now a 
duty to consult and accommodate us when any development that 
affects our Aboriginal and treaty rights takes place in our 
traditional territories. While there is still lots of room for 
improvement, hundreds of our communities have used this as an 
opportunity to negotiate jobs, contracts, royalties and equity 
positions in resource development projects.”

















What’s needed to compete?

Establishing Affordable 
Capital Pools

Indigenous lead in 
Environmental Assessments

Empower the Indigenous 
Workforce



“Indigenous entrepreneurship unfolded slowly, 
constrained by almost no access to investment 
capital, non-Indigenous resistance to First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit businesses, and limited experience in 
business.

Today, large-scale Indigenous investments are almost 
routine”









The Sand 
Point First 
Nation Story…

Strength,
Resilience & 
Reemergence! 





Let’s not let conflict force us into 
corners with little viability or 

creativity. 

Rather, let inspiration of the 
possible drive our collective 
impact for a sustainable and 

prosperous future…. 

Care, Believe, Do!
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